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PUBLIC SPEAKING |
GRADES 9-12

COURSE DESCRIPTION

communication situations.

PREREQUISITE

None

OPTIONS FOR NEXT COURSE
Public Speaking 11

REQUIRED STUDENT TEXTBOOK
The Art of Public Speaking, Ninth Edition, Stephen E. Lucas

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Explore the communication process
e Identify the components of the communication process
Describe the mechanics of vocalization
Recognize external and internal interference
Analyze the role of feedback
Identify the levels of communication
Construct a communication model
e  Examine the role of mass media
Develop listening skills
o Explain the steps of the listening process
e Identify the levels of listening
e Recognize the reasons for listening
e  Analyze the barriers to effective listening
o Demonstrate listening skills
Refine skills in interpersonal communication
o  Explain the relationship between intrapersonal and interpersonal communication
o Identify factors influencing perception
e Participate in a variety of interpersonal communication situations
Recognize the impact of nonverbal communication
e  Describe the types of nonverbal communication
e  Analyze the effects of kinesics and proxemics on communication
o  Develop techniques of vocal variety

— Parent/ Student % Course Information
%X%

Counselors are available to assist parents and students with course selections and career planning.
Parents may arrange to meet with the counselor by calling the school's guidance department.

Public Speaking | is a survey course in basic oral communication. This course helps students understand
the correlation between speech techniques and speaker responsibilities in a variety of areas. These areas
include ethics in communication, person-to-person situations, group dynamics, public speeches, and oral
interpretation. Throughout all areas, delivery strategies are emphasized. During the course, students gather,
evaluate, organize, and articulate information in an interesting and meaningful manner.

The goal of the course is for students to speak effectively and confidently in formal, informal, and business
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THE OBJECTIVES FOR THE COURSE FOLLOW.

Recognize the impact of verbal communication
o Distinguish between verbal and nonverbal communication
o Describe the characteristics of clear, spoken language
o Explore creative literary and speech devices
e Choose appropriate language for a variety of speaking situations
Explore group discussion strategies
¢ Recognize the different types of group discussion
o Identify the factors influencing group discussions
e Formulate discussion questions
o Participate in a variety of discussion situations
Develop research techniques
e Recognize the range of resources
e Use appropriate sources
e Document resources
Apply appropriate methods of organization
¢ Identify different methods of organization
o Select the appropriate organizational techniques
Demonstrate proficiency in informative speaking
e Recognize the different types of informative speeches
Identify the characteristics of informative speaking
Analyze the audience
Choose an appropriate topic
Incorporate a variety of supporting materials
Create effective introductions and conclusions
Use visual aids
e Deliver an informative speech
Present oral interpretations of prose and/or poetry
o Define oral interpretation
Explore vocal elements, emphasis, and phrasing through oral exercises
Differentiate between prose and poetry
Choose appropriate selections
Analyze the elements of literature
o Prepare selections for presentation
Exhibit competence in persuasive speaking
e Examine the nature of persuasive speaking
Analyze the audience
Choose an appropriate topic
Explain responsible persuasion
Recognize the various forms of persuasive speaking
Participate in Student Congress
Debate an issue
o Deliver a persuasive speech
Evaluate oral presentations
o Develop evaluative criteria
o Apply criteria in constructive criticism
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MISSION STATEMENT
The Virginia Beach City Public Schools, in partnership with the entire community, will empower every student to become a
life-long learner who is a responsible, productive and engaged citizen within the global community.

DEPARTMENT OF CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION
2512 George Mason Drive P.O. Box 6038
Virginia Beach, VA 23456-0038

The Virginia Beach City Public Schools prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, ethnicity, national origin,
age, disability, pregnancy and childbirth, or marital status. School Board policies and supporting regulation (Policies 2-33, 4-4, 5-7,
and 6-7 and Regulation 5-44.1) provide equal access to courses, programs, counseling services, physical education and athletics,
vocational education, instructional materials, and extracurricular activities. Violations of these policies should be reported to the
Director of Student Leadership at (757) 263-2020 or the Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources at (757) 263-1133.

Alternative formats of this publication which may include taped, Braille, or large print materials are available upon request for
individuals with disabilities. Call or write The Department of Curriculum and Instruction, Director of Secondary Instructional
Services, Virginia Beach City Public Schools, 2512 George Mason Drive, P.O. Box 6038, Virginia Beach, VA 23456-0038,
Telephone (757) 263-1070 or (757) 263-1429, fax (757) 263-1412.
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