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Green Renaissance

School division takes holistic approach to sustainability

-
T

Egrabsance Acadamy
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| he Renaissance Academy in Virginia Beach, Wirginia, is visibly
sustairable, From the raimwaler caichments 1o the photovoltaics,
visilors will immediately note bow green i is. Il that doesn't do
it, though, there's sipnage Lhroughout the Licility, educating the public
aboul an array al sustainability endeavors

Edhucation s the end goal nod jusl lor the Renaissance Academy
but for all of Virginia Beach City Public Schoaols (VBCPS), the larpest
school division in southeasiern Virginia, Serving nearly 70000 stu
dents m =12, the schood sysiem mcludes 56 elementary schonls, 14
middle schools. 11 high schools and multiple specialty cemers thal in-
clude the Remalssance Academy

“From an environmendal perspective, we have a labrly haolistic
approach o how we ae addressing environmental sustainability as
a school division. That's the important thing for us,” says Tim Cole,
Sustainable Schools Progect Manager bor VBCPS, "Buildings are just a
compongnl al that, The main thing really s (o educate the studenls and
the larger public in the community.”

Owerall, VBCPS envistons all stucents achieving their (ull polen-
tial in engaging, inspering and challenging kearming enw ironment s==xnd
every mew lacility VBCPS builds brings it closer to that goal. For the
20082009 schoal year, 63 of the division's schools carned awards of
excellence from the Virgima Board of Edecation and Governor Tim

Kaine
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VBCPS's holistic approach to susiainability is comprised of three pri-
mary gn.ﬂn The first pn.1| fies 1 Ehl in with the Renaissance Academy

“The Tirst poal is 1o build sustalnable buildings,” explaing Cole.
“We have aboul elght of them that are in désign, conslruclion oF com-
pletion phases, all designed around LEED criteria.”

The second goal is 1o incorporate susiainable practices through-
oul the school division In a variety of wavs, To .J'Li.d.llllph‘ah ihis, VRCPS
has a sustainable schools committee comprised of representatives from
each department within the division, Together. the commitiee brain-
slorms icdeas an how things could be done more sustainably,

Omne example ol an e that spieng |rom the sustainable schosols

committee s eclusively using Green Seal-centified cleaning products
across the board. Along with that, the night cleaning schedule has been
adjusted o ensure that custodians only have (o turn on bighis mcertain
areas.al a time, 1..1l.-i|1g a comsiderable amound of ENETgY each year

The third goal is o por beyond the students and educate the pulblic.
“We have designated a sustinable school llakson o each school who acts
A conduit between the commiliee and the schond, so we can pass kdizas
back and farth about what can be done at the school level,” says Cale

The programs individual schools enact o engape the public have
included everything from cell phong recycling 1o eduecatiomal compo-
nents of the VBOPS website and quarterly newsletter. The signage at
the Renaissance Academy also diaws the community In

VBCPS'S Thst loray into sustainabilivy came eight years ago with
the Hermitage Elementary School, the linst LEED-certilied elementary

school in Viginia. The Renaissance Academy will propagate ihe divie
SE1 & Coemimalment

Obtaining LEED Silver certilication means the Renaissance Academy
meels the school division®s new requitements (o oblain LEED Silver as
a mimrmum on all of ity new Gacilitbes, However, thie @
in a number of ways beyond sustamabality

"We have a unique student population at this school,” says Cole
“These are s{udents who don't it inlo traditional learming paths, wheth-
er i's for behavioral or acadermnic reasons.”™

An alternative education center, the 289 000-square-foot Renais
sance Academy serves students in grades b and up with programs that
range from the Conter hor Elfective Learning to the Adull Iu-.'l.lnin;
Cender—all with end goals of educating life-long learners. The two-
story building will hold up to 1600 students along with a museum
enhibit for ihe hisiore Princess Anne Counly Taining Schoal’Unon
Kempsville High School, the irst Alrican-American high schoal in Yir-
ginia Beach.

“For me, the educational component 5 the highlight,” says Cale.
“When you go in through the main entrance of the bailding, there is a ki-
sk bo your el The kiosk has all 1he systems an [here—the solar-powered
Wl waker healer, the p'l'!h:rln.l o the photovollacs=—and il updales the
nilrmation for them every 30 minules so you can see bow much waler s
i the cislern or how mich energy 5 besng saved. People can ook atf that
and see how sustainability relates to real-fime savings.”

The kinsk is also surrounded by signs including displays ol the
sate and hlulldlng Mans to show where all the features are located. Even
the cafeteria exhibits sustainability with a clear pipe that runs through
the cemier of H. That way, when li ralns, siudenis can see ihe ralimvales

ademy is e
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coming through the pipe and heading into the cistern

Other green components Incude walerless urinals, a green rool
and daylighting, Even the exietor envelope with s brick veneer and
meefal wall panels add 1o the sustaimabality. “Metal Crafters did a bol
of the siding there,” says Cole. “We have a composite metal and brick
exterior on the building. ™

The biggesi challenge on the progect was overcome sarly on, While
the old h..l'.rlinr M the site of the Renaissance Academy was being lorm
down, VECPS had to install 522 400-loot-deep wells around 1he site,

All in all, the Renassance Academy came logether Hodly, open-
ing this past lanuary for students. Beyond the academy, VBCPS is look
ing at completing two LEED Plainum-certified facilities—an elemen
tary school and a bus maintenance facilig—that are currently under
cans{ruction, Those will be the first LEED Platinum facilities in the
school division

Il the swecess of the Renaissance Academy s any indication, 1he
WVBCPS will condinue Lo create successlul sustainable lacilities.

“The students at the Renaissance Academy used o be in lefiove
spaces ound the cily, b\]i|lJ|||g*: that often didi't have any windows. Il
was fime [or thern o g2t a new bl diur;.:_," wavk Code, “MNow, when you
look ol some ol the behavior in the old spaces, and then yoo see the
hehavior in the new spaces, there's a big difference = =
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